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Careers in Geography

Go to http://education.nationalgeographic.com.  

In the search box type in “geography on the job”.  
Click on the first search result  - Geography on the Job 

Click “Start GeoStory”.  A new screen should pop up.  

Read “Geography on the Job”.  

Click on the start button.  There are a total of 12 stories describing how different people use geography in their careers.  As you read each of their stories think about how the particular career uses geography skills and answer the questions below. 

1. Saving Chimpanzees:  Jill Pruetz
Jill’s Career: ________________________________________________________________

Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Identify one of the threats that the chimpanzees face:  _______________________________
If you were working with Jill, what solutions would you suggest for this threat? ____________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

2. Building Cultural Bridges:  Toni Schneider

Toni’s Career: ______________________________________________________________

Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Do you agree with Toni, that learning about each other’s cultures can decrease discrimination and stereotypes?  Explain.  ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

3. Reducing Traffic, Lowering Pollution:  Sam Salkin

Sam’s Career: ______________________________________________________________

Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Imagine you were working with Sam to create a better transportation system for central Ohio in the hopes of reducing traffic and pollution. What ideas might you suggest? _____________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

4. Greening Global Shipping:  Shan Hoel

Shan’s Career:______________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

What might Shan do to reduce the amount of fuel used and decrease the pollution when shipping goods from one location to another? _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

5. Conserving Grasslands:  Gregory Veeck & Jay Emerson

Gregory and Jay’s Career: ____________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

How do goats impact the environment differently than sheep? _________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

What has caused the need for larger goat herds? __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

6. Fighting Malaria:  Richard Tren

Richard’s Career: ___________________________________________________________

Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Imagine you are working with Richard to convince a community to use bed nets.  They are reluctant to use them, in part, because the nets prevent proper ventilation in their already hot and humid community.  How might you convince them to use them anyways? ____________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
7. Navigating International Trade:  Leah Markowitz

Leah’s Career: ______________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Do you think businesses should expect people from other countries and cultures to know and follow their customs?  Why or why not? __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

8. Teaching for a Global Tomorrow:  David McCormick

David’s Career:______________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

What’s one thing you’d like to learn about this year related to geography? _______________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

9. Tending the Farm:  Dick Schneider

Dick’s Career: ______________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

What is rotating crops? _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Why is rotating crops important for farmers? ______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

10. Shopping at a Store Near You:  Jennifer Albaum

Jennifer’s Career: ___________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Imagine you are going to open an ice cream shop.  What are some things you would look for when trying to find the perfect location for your shop? _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

11. Understanding Voters:  Karin Mac Donald

Karin’s Career: _____________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

What’s one difference you notice between the 2004 and the 2008 map? _________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

12. Sanitation + Clean Water = Life:  Pete Kolsky 

Pete’s Career: ______________________________________________________________
Country: ___________________________
Continent:____________________________

Where is it easiest to find water? Why:  __________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Where is the cleanest water usually found? Why? __________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Think about what you want to be when you grow up.  How might having an understanding of geography help you in that career? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
